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From the Editor-in-Chief 
 
The editorial and publishing team is delighted once again to partner with Engaging Particularities, 
the ongoing conference sponsored by the Boston College Theology Department. This issue 
marks the third collaborative effort to publish as articles a collection of presentations given at the 
conference. Articles in this issue were originally a part of the eighteenth annual conference in 
2021.1 Readers may refer to my introduction to Issue 25 (containing articles from the 2018 
conference) to learn more about the conference, the discipline of comparative theology, and its 
relationship with the larger field of interreligious studies. 
 
Katie Mahowski Mylroie, an organizer of last year’s conference, guest edited this issue and offers 
an overview of the conference theme, “Living Rituals: Through Memory, Language, and 
Identity,” in her introduction that follows. She also gives a summary of the four articles within 
this issue and how they connect thematically.  
 
The special issue concludes with five book reviews: 
 

• Joseph Kimmel reviews Crucified Wisdom: Theological Reflection on Christ and the Bodhisattva, by S. 
Mark Heim 

• Benjamin Kamine reviews Jewish-Christianity and the History of Judaism, by Annette Yoshiko Reed 
• Joshua Polanski reviews The Imam of the Christians: The World of Dionysius of Tel-Mahre, by 

Philip Wood 
• Preeta Banerjee reviews Absent Mother God of the West: A Kali Lover’s Journey into Christianity 

and Judaism, by Neela Bhattacharya Saxena 
• Steven J. McMichael reviews The Cross of Christ: Islamic Perspectives, by W. Richard Oakes, 

Jr. 
 
I remain grateful to the diligent work of our Senior Editor, Lucinda Mosher, and Research 
Fellow, Joshua Neuberger, in preparing this special issue for production. 
 

 
Axel M. Oaks Takacs, Th.D. 

Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Interreligious Studies 
 

 
1 You may learn more about the conference here: www.engagingparticularities.com. 


